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PENNINES TOWNSHIP YEAR END REVENUE & CAPITAL FUNDS REVIEW 2016/17 

 

REVENUE FUNDS 

Fund Budget Review 

Projects Fund £64,500 
Base Budget 

 
£62,718 

b/f 2015/16 

Projects Fund provides a budget to resource larger projects to address local issues/demands to benefit the local 
community and environment across Pennines Township. 
 
This fund was used to support 27 projects consisting of 13 community projects and 14 highways/environmental 
projects.  The variety of projects funded included repairs to Whitegates footpath; installation of a height restrictive 
barrier on Edmund Street car park in Milnrow; restoration of the historic route of Long Causeway situated at the North 
side of the Watergrove Reservoir, Wardle; environmental initiatives across Pennines Township with innovative 
landscaping/planting schemes; Assertive Outreach Project to deliver an early intervention street and community 
based outreach to young people at risk of substance misuse; a programme of healthy activity, competition and 
support for young people in Pennines involving rugby league coaching and a series of inter-school matches; new 
public entrance at Milnrow (Ladybarn) Bowling Club with disabled access and car parking spaces, and improvements 
to the bowling green; Read and Feed initiative to be organised at Smallbridge Library during the summer 2017 that 
aims to provide a meal to children during the holidays who may not eat when not at school and increase the number 
of 5-11 year olds accessing local library services; dresses for Milnrow Morris Troupe; support for talented athletes 
representing Great Britain in Water Polo and Underwater Hockey; installation of a Blue Plaque on the Littleborough 
Co-operative Society Building. 
 
An unallocated amount from this fund of £7,149 and committed funds of £50,735 will be carried forward to 2017/18. 
 

Township Officers recommend the Projects Fund is allocated a base budget of £64,500 in 2017/18 (subject to final outturn agreed with Accountancy). 
 
Friends of My Backyard Scheme established in 2015/16 to support residents who are interested in improving unadopted roads has received no 
applications.  Township Officers recommend the Friends of My Backyard Scheme be withdrawn as in addition to the lack of a successful applicant, it is 
Rochdale Council’s statutory duty to maintain adopted roads and funds available for highway maintenance are insufficient to maintain even adopted 
residential roads to the desired standard. 
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REVENUE FUNDS 

Fund Budget Review 

Ward Fund £12,000 
Base Budget 

 
£4,470 

b/f 2015/16 

Each Pennines Township Ward received £3,000 to allocate to smaller projects that would enable activities to take 
place to respond to local issues/demands for the benefit of the local community and environment.  This fund has been 
useful in providing a budget for dealing with issues that necessitated a quick response with Ward Councillors 
identifying projects and approval being sought from the Pennines Township Chair and Vice Chair. 
 
This fund was used to support 8 projects consisting of 6 community projects and 2 highways/environmental projects.  
The variety of projects included footpath improvements on Kitter Street/Louise Street, Smallbridge; repair the electric 
roller shutters relating to the refurbishment of the community room at Hare Hill House, Littleborough; provision of 
materials, workshops and publicity for Littleborough Arts Festival Committee to participation in Voluntary Arts Week 
2017 and the Woollen Woods project in Hare Hill Park; repairs to the roof of St Ann’s Church; lego, games and 
seating to enable Wardle Library to establish a lego club and games club to enhance service provision to young 
people; support for Friends of Firgrove to install floral displays throughout the spring and summer months and 
Christmas trees during the festive period to enhance the Firgrove area for the local community. 
 
Funds of £3,096 were unallocated prior to financial year end 2016/17.  As agreed at Pennines Township Committee 
on 31 May 2016, these unspent funds were reallocated to the Projects Fund to be carried forward to 2017/18 together 
with £3,597 committed funds. 
 

Township Officers recommend each Ward Fund is allocated a base budget of £3,000 in 2017/18. 

Events Fund £5,000 
Base Budget 

 
£4,525 

b/f 2015/16 

The Events Fund has been allocated to a number of events in Pennines Township that have been delivered for the 
benefit and enjoyment of the local community.  These events have included Go4it Summer Holiday Programme that 
involved indoor and outdoor activities for children and young people with arts and crafts for the younger group; Wardle 
Village Fete that celebrated local heritage and promoted community engagement with attractions, activities and stalls; 
Littleborough Remembrance Sunday Service  
 
Funds of £2,805 were unallocated prior to financial year end 2016/17.  As agreed at Pennines Township Committee 
on 31 May 2016, these unspent funds were reallocated to the Projects Fund to be carried forward to 2017/18 together 
with £1,360 committed funds. 
 

Township Officers recommend the Events Fund is allocated a base budget of £5,000 to contribute to Pennines Township events in 2017/18. 
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REVENUE FUNDS 

Fund Budget Review 

Town Centres 
Fund 

£0 
Base Budget 

 
£21,750 

b/f 2015/16 

Pennines Township received a budget of £25,000 in 2015/16 from Rochdale Council’s Economic Affairs Unit for the 
purpose of assisting the town centres within the Pennines Township to grow, prosper and diversify.  The Town 
Centres Fund was established to support creative ideas and to generate increased business and interest in shopping 
at the local town centres/high streets in Pennines. 
 
This fund supported 3 projects.  Littleborough Small Business Saturday; Littleborough Food & Drink Festival 2017 that 
will celebrate quality food and drink from local businesses with live cookery demonstrations and entertainment with 
the aim of supporting and promoting businesses in Littleborough; Milnrow Brass Band performances in Milnrow 
Village to encourage people to shop local during the festive period. 
 
An unallocated amount from this fund of £18,735 and committed funds of £2,215 will be carried forward to 2017/18. 
 

Township Officers recommend the Town Centres Fund retains a budget of £20,950 in 2017/18 and the Shop Frontage Scheme agreed in 2015/16 to 
enhance the appearance and appeal of the main shopping areas in Littleborough and Milnrow be withdrawn as no applications have been received from 
businesses. 

 
 

CAPITAL FUNDS 

Fund Budget Review 

Capital Fund £69,600 
Base Budget 

 
£60,685 

b/f 2015/16 
 

The Capital Fund has been used to deliver a range of projects that benefit the Township’s community and 
environment, and realise the Township priorities in 2016/17.  Projects were submitted from Councillors, Council 
Officers and the community. 
 
This fund supported 11 projects consisting of 2 community projects and 9 highways/environmental projects.  The 
variety of projects funded included the introduction of parking restrictions on Brown Lodge Street and Brown Lodge 
Drive, Smithy Bridge; 20mph speed limit enforced by signs and lining that encompasses the residential streets within 
the Bentgate Estate, Newhey to reduce speeds and improve safety; introduction of parking restrictions along the 
southern side of James Street, Littleborough; signage on the Pavillion in Wardle War Memorial Gardens to give the 
location an identity and finalise the renovation works; upgrade of the Stevenson Square CCTV system to deter anti-
social behaviour/criminal activity and provide a safer environment for the local community; The Cray traffic calming 
measures involving the replacement of the existing chicanes with a new scheme consisting of speed cushions and a 
20mph zone. 
 
An unallocated amount from this fund of £33,782 and committed funds of £17,885 will be carried forward to 2017/18. 
 

Township Officers recommend the Capital Fund is allocated a base budget of £69,600 in 2017/18 (subject to final outturn agreed with Accountancy). 
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CAPITAL FUNDS 

Fund Budget Review 

Ward Capital 
Fund 

£8,000 
Base Budget 

 
£0 

b/f 2015/16 

Each Pennines Township Ward received £2,000 to allocate to smaller projects that would enable activities to take 
place to respond to local issues/demands for the benefit of the local community and environment.  This fund has been 
useful in providing a budget for dealing with issues that necessitated a quick response with Ward Councillors 
identifying projects and approval being sought from the Pennines Township Chair and Vice Chair. 
 
This fund supported 4 projects relating to highways/environmental issues.  The variety of projects funded included flag 
poles in Littleborough Memorial Gardens and Wardle War Memorial Gardens; grit bin on Edmunds Fold, 
Littleborough; supply and installation of four bollards at the entrance of St Andrew’s School to prevent vehicles 
parking/driving on an area used as a footway. 
 
Funds of £5,379 were unallocated prior to financial year end 2016/17.  As agreed at Pennines Township Committee 
on 31 May 2016, these unspent funds were reallocated to the Capital Fund to be carried forward to 2017/18 together 
with £875 committed funds. 
 

Township Officers recommend each Ward Capital Fund is allocated a base budget of £2,000 in 2017/18. 

Armed Forces 
Fund 

£6,400 
b/f 2015/16 

Pennines Township received a budget of £20,000 for a four year period in 2014/15 for updating and enhancing 
existing memorials and introducing new memorials to commemorate the centenary of the First World War (1914-18). 
 
This fund was used to install two new plaques on Littleborough War Memorial for recording the names of service men 
and women who have died since the two World Wars or additional names to be added to the Memorial, and the 
provision of World War One and World War Two themed commemorative benches near War Memorials across 
Pennines Township. 
 
An unallocated amount from this fund of £112 will be carried forward to 2017/18. 
 

 


